
Penny’s News October 2014. 
 
The beginning of October and it is still warm.  What lovely weather 
we have had this summer, I have seen some work from a few of you, 
it is so lovely keeping a sketchbook going all of the time and it keeps 
up your drawing skills.  Even if it is a dull day you can sketch 
anything indoors.  Keep a box with thing to draw inside, shells, pine 
cones, spoons, small ornaments, photos or family portraits.   Bring 
these along to the classes and I will give you some feedback. 
 
We had a long weekend on Brownsea in September and as usual it 
was good weather. The students did lots of sketching and working 
from observation, here are some of their pieces that they did. 
Everyone works in a different way, I like to see how creative they can 
be, why not paint your trees purple rather than brown, and it can be 
very exciting. 
 

         
 

                      
 
I am sure that the deer and squirrels know when everyone has left 
the island for the day as it suddenly comes alive with wildlife about 
6pm.  The red squirrels came right up to the window and took some 
breadcrumbs from the table and the peacocks give us a daily visit.  A 
small deer was within about 3ft of some people when walking 
through the island.    The evening is spent having a home cooked 
meal with a glass of wine, it is a magical place to stay for a couple of 



nights, and I love it every time I go.  Let me know if you would like to 
go next year please. 
 
 
In June I was also on Brownsea but this time teaching for the John 
Lewis painting group called the Sabeema group.  They have painted 
at Brownsea for many years and take over the castle for five days.  I 
was their tutor this year and went to the island every day on the 
small Castello ferry to the castle.  It was a very friendly group.  32 
students in total mainly beginners and intermediate standards.  They 
worked hard for 5 days. I gave then lots of tuition and advice, they 
even had life drawing for a day, which was certainly a challenge for 
some.   
 
On the 15th September they invited me to see their Private View of 
the work they had done, it was in a church hall just off Regent Street, 
London.  One of the fun pieces of drawing and painting to music was 
hanging on the railings outside and many good comments were 
heard from passers by.  Here it is. 
 

 
 
Workshops. 
I continue to have workshops at Holt, there are a few more before 
Christmas, October 23rd, November 20th and December 18th.  These 
run from 10am – 4pm and cost £25 per session, a lovely way to spend 
a day and great for getting the hang of Acrylic painting,  
 
For those who work or prefer a weekend – I have arranged two dates 
on a Saturday at Stoborough Village hall, for workshops 25th October 
and 22nd November, same times and prices at Holt. 
 
 



September has been a month of painting breaks and holidays.  I took 
a group of 10 to Calella in Spain for 1 week.  The weather was good, it 
did not rain and pleasantly warm every day, some even went for a 
swim!  The place where we stayed was Lla Franc a small village next 
to Calella.   
 
The hotel was overlooking the sea with just a few steps to the beach.  
There is so much to paint there we did lots of painting and sketching 
in the area.  Also took a trip to the local town Palafrugel to see the 
market and Cork Museum, sketching in the square having coffee, 
looking a perspective, which some found challenging, it was idyllic.  
Also nearby is an old Village Pals and a beautiful botanical garden 
perched on the cliffs called Cap Roig.  The cacti there were amazing, 
wonderful shapes and many thumbnail sketches were done for 
future reference for a painting. 
 
Here is the view from the hotel. 

 
 
Some other local views – they are excellent to paint. 
 

       
 
 



       
 
 

         
 
 

 
 
A good time was had by all. 
 
 



The next very big event is on Sunday 9th November.  An Art & Craft 
exhibition at The Haven hotel, in Sandbanks.  It will be open from 
10am – 4.30pm.  Entry is free.   Please give a donation.  All proceeds 
go to Lewis Manning and Forest Holmes.  Please come and see many 
skilled artists and crafts people.  Lovely gifts to buy.   Bring a friend. 
 

 
 
Hope to see you all there,  
Happy Painting,  
Penny. 


