
Penny’s news November 2014.

I am wishing you all the very best for this festive season, I hope that you enjoy 
your Christmas and New year Celebrations and are then refreshed for more 
painting next year.
It you have a little time to spare while getting ready for Christmas, I thought that I
would set you a project!  Have a change from wrapping presents or making mince
pies and get creative!  Take a photo and send me an email when you have 
finished, I will print them out and we will see all of them together at the classes in
January.
I have recently been reading about some interesting companies who make or 
grown things in Dorset.  Your project is to make a card with a Christmas theme 
including a Dorset scene about a local  product .  For example – have you heard of 
the Dorset Naga – it is a very hot Chilli  - who would want to eat that!  I expect you
know about Dorset blue Vinney cheese with it’s secret recipe.  It is know that the 
bridle of the horses were put in with the milk to make it go mouldy and even the 
old boots of the farmer were nearby when it was being made.  I think it is a lot 
more hygienic nowadays.  Purbeck ice cream is an award winning producer of ice
cream and one of their varieties is watercress.  There are many Breweries in 
Dorset.  The Moores biscuit factory has made biscuits since 1880.  They make a 
popular biscuit called the Dorset knob, each one moulded by hand, the making 
and baking takes 8 – 10 hours.  No wonder that they are so hard to bite.  You may 
like to search the internet and find a company to get your creativity going, I may 
even give a prize for the best – a Dorset Naga – that would be rather horrid, but 
maybe a box of chocolates would go down well. 
The classes have all been working hard this term, some interesting subject have 
been covered.  A recent project was to paint reflections in metal, here are a few 
examples of work from the class at St Joseph’s on a Wednesday afternoon.  They 
did very well seeing all of the colours and shapes in the reflections.
     

      

           

      



      
I had a few days off at Half Term and went to Devon to help with my grand 
children.  The weather was not great so we took them to an Art café in 
Kingsbridge.  My grandson Rory liked painting his hands and then making palm 
prints on a plate to be fired later for his grandma.
Pippa – now 5 yeaars old is getting interested in seeing what I am doing.  She saw 
me sketching on the beach and came over and asked if she could do a painting 
like “Little nanny”  I gave her my sketchbook and she did outdoor sketching and 
did not worry about making the first mark.  Off she went drawing what she loves 
at the moment is butterflies and flowers and then for some reason she added a 
random giraffe with a long neck.  Here she is painting on the beach with her 
wellies and cycle helmet on!  Rory watches nearby.
        

October was a busy time organising the exhibition for The Haven hotel, there 
were many exhibitiors this year and some wonderful art and crafts to see.  You 
may like to look at some on the internet.
Brendon Murless, a young very skilled sculptor had beautiful bronze and stone 
and brass statues that he had made.  His work is lare and small in scale, he has 
done many large pieces for peoples gardens so if you ever thik of having one I can
put you in touch.
There was silversmithing by Robin Claridge and beaded necklaces and earings by
Sue Hart.  Felting by Betty Ruffel and Felty flair.  Lovely pictures and papers by 
Deborah Valance which was Batik on paper, a method of melted wax and procion 
dyes.  Phhotographs printed on aluminium which were very clear and shiny.  Lots
to see and buy and considering the roadworks and the ferry being closed we had 
many visitors.
The tombola went very well and the prizes were all scooped up by 1.30pm.  
Takings on that were very good and we raised £500 for Forest Holme and Lewis 
Manning.  Thank you to all who gave such wonderful prizes and to all who helped 
by buying tickets.  I feel glad to be able to give something back to two local 
hospices that helped my father back in July.  Thank you to all of you.

Christmas is not far away now.  I am getting out of cooking and shopping this 
year as I am teaching on Cunard going to the Canaries.  I am looking forward to it 
even to be teaching on Christmas day.  14 days cruising and teaching for 7 – only 
short classes and always most enjoyable.  
We will start the courses on the week beginning January 12th it will be a 10 week 
course, straight through with a week off for half term week commencing Monday 



16th February.  All dates and application forms will be on my website.  Please pay
by 5th January to secure your place.  Internet banking is best.
I am also running a course in Menorca this year, a course at Shoreland Farm in 
April/May and September.  Hope Cove in April and end of July beginning of 
August.  Brownsea Island just for a couple of nights 31st August – 2nd September.
A busy time ahead.  If you know anyone who is interested in starting watercolour 
I am also running painting courses now at Tesco’s Fleetsbridge on a Friday 
afternoon from 1.30 – 3.30.  The cost is cheaper than other classes as they don’t 
charge for the community room so just £7 per session.  It will only take a 
maximum of 12 – ideal for those wanting more tuition.
Well I hope that you all have a great time at Christmas and New Year,  enjoy the 
break but you can still do a little sketching if you have time!
Happy Christmas to you all,

Penny.


