
 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the January Newsletter 

 
  
Happy New Year to you all.  I hope you all had a good time and are well rested now 
ready to take some more painting challenges.  Classes commence on the week beginning 
Monday 12th January. 
  
At the beginning of December my group from Parkstone Yacht club had their own 
display of work for sale at the Commodore’s coffee morning.  Students donated their 
work for sale to raise funds for the charity and it went very well. 
  

  
  
Before Christmas there were lots of things going on.  The group from Stoborough 
decorated a Christmas tree with their own paintings which were on show at the 
Christmas Tree Fair at Kingston Church. It was a lovely sight. Well done to all who took 
part. 
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I took my mum to Hope Cove on the first weekend in December.  The weather was cold 
but sunny.  No sketching but I took a lovely photo when we visited Brixham. The light 
and reflections on the water are worth painting sometime.  We returned to Kingsbridge 
where they were serving mulled wine and we sang carols down by the quay.  Now 
getting into the festive spirit! 
  
  
The monthly workshops continue at Holt on a Thursday (see my website for details). 
The next one is 22nd January.  In December we had a large group and they did many 
different subjects. The work was outstanding and it is lovely to see such variety.  Here 
are some pictures of what they did. 

         
  
  
  

       
  
  



     
  
Please let me know if you would like to come to any of the workshops so that I have an 
idea of how many are coming.  There will also be two at Stoborough, Saturday 31st 
January and 21st February.  10am – 4pm £25.  It is a great way to try new mediums and 
techniques. If you are new to acrylic I can show you some techniques and you can make 
a painting in the day.  If you require materials I always have lots with me so you can try 
before you buy if you like and give me a donation for the cost of the paint and paper.  
  
  
  
  
The big adventure for Christmas – teaching on a cruise to the Canaries.  It is rather like a 
normal lesson teaching on-board the Queen Elizabeth except the surroundings are very 
sumptuous compared to village halls!  I start with a demonstration of the techniques, 
and then the students have a go themselves.  The time for a lesson is now only 90 
minutes so they have to work hard to get it all done in time.  I had complete beginners, 
including my mum, uncle and his wife. They progressed well with my help and here is 
an example of what they painted. Poinsettias, they were all over the ship so it was lovely 
to be able to paint them from life.   

       
  
The ship was beautifully decorated with Christmas trees and the chefs made these 
wonderful Gingerbread Houses for a display.  It took me a couple of hours to make a 
small one for my granddaughter so they would have taken hours to make this scene!  
There was even a little train running around. 
  



  
  
  
We visited Lanzarote, a very barren landscape (lots of burnt sienna and dark browns, 
very little green). Not really my sort of painting but the volcanic rock gave me ideas for 
painting with texture.  Here is some work of a local artist there. 
  

                           
  
  
In Tenerife I visited an orchid garden. The orchids were beautiful. 
Marion North, who has a house full of work at Kew Gardens, lived there for a while and 
did some paintings of things in the area. One amazingly shaped tree is the dragon tree. 
Great inspiration for abstract shapes . 
  

  



 
  
It was hot enough for T-shirts but up on the top of Mount Teide there was snow! 
  
Back to the ship and on New Year’s Eve I thought that I must go in the jacuzzi. The 
temperature was lovely and warm until you came out and the wind was a bit fresh but 
soon warmed up by lying in the sun for a while.  I kept a visual diary throughout the 
voyage. Many sketches done but still a bit of colouring-in to do.  A lovely dinner awaited 
us and the ice sculpture and buffet for New Year’s Day was amazing.  The chefs did ice 
sculpture and vegetable carvings. They are very artistic and take days to do it but the 
results are amazing. 
  

               
  
The ice sculpture was a reindeer and sleigh, the bird is mango carved. 
On the way back we visited Lisbon Even the trees there were decorated – with big 
crochet jumpers!  
  

  
  
 Sail away parties and dancing on the deck as we left the sunset 
was amazing.  Teaching had been very good, lots of lovely 
comments about the classes.  Now left with a bit of a chest 
infection – it is all the air conditioning, some fresh air and I will be 
better soon.   
  
 
 

 
Back to normal next week, bring drawing materials for first lesson and I will also bring 
pastels and charcoal if you would like to try - any subject. 



  
I hope you have enjoyed your break, see you soon,   Happy New Year from Penny. 
  
  

  
 


