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The weather is warming up so get ready to come out of hibernation , start afresh 
and make yourself start drawing and painting as much as you can.   Take a look 
at an old sketch that you may have completed years ago and see how you can 
change it.  I show some examples below.  Change colour, alter shape, repeat 
pattern, just enjoy.  Often people say to me  - I don’t  know what to draw,  there 
are so many things around the interior of your house that will be inspiring.  You 
could collect items together and put in a pile then try automatic drawing.  Place a
pen on the paper and draw the items without taking your pen of the paper.  

 Here is an idea, a few things on my sideboard, keep the 
pen on the paper and don’t worry about being to precise with the drawing, look  
at the lovely shapes made.

    
On this one I had a pen and wash sketch from the view at Compton Acres and 
now have simplified the drawing to make it more abstract and changes some 
colours. 
The courses have been running smoothly with lots of people enrolling as usual.  
We have had a few challenges this term.  Surrealism is always a subject that they 
often do not like the idea of but as the weeks go on they become more creative in 
their thoughts and produce some lovely work.
There have been three workshops since the beginning of term.  It is a great 
chance to try Acrylics.  If you would like to give it a go at anytime I can always 
supply the paints for a small charge if you do not have them. 



I am currently holding an exhibition at The Gallery Upstairs at Upton Country 
Park, so go along and have a look at many pieces of work that have been done in 
my workshops at Holt or Stoborough.  If you miss this event it will be on my 
website as well.
For a change to painting at Holt last month, some students did silk painting, I 
supply the materials and they have fun making sample pieces and some finished 
off the day by making a scarf.  The colours are bold and you can also use the salt 
like on you do with watercolours to make wonderful patterns when dry.  Here 
are some of the results.

      
The group at Parkstone yacht club produced some lovely images on 
Impressionism.  It makes you look at different artists and their styles.  Although 
the impressionists did oils we did it in watercolour and they turned out very 
well.

              

                  



The courses at Tesco’s are thriving and the beginners are going from strength to 
strength.  At the end of a five week they are mixing colours better than when 
they started and are getting the hang of putting on washes. As it is a small group 
they are progressing well.  The community room is a lovely space and we get free
tea, coffee and biscuits.  I am running these courses every three to four weeks so 
if you are interested please contact me.  I am trying to keep it to people starting 
watercolour as they will find it easier with lots of individual attention.  Here they 
are in the Community Room.

At the end of February we celebrated one of my students 90th birthday – June in 
the Stoborough class.  She has been attending my classes for about 15 years.  Not 
only does she paint lovely watercolours and Acrylic but writes poetry as well.  
Congratulations June.
Now is the time to start thinking if you would like to join any of my painting 
holidays.  In the last week I have had more people interested in coming to 
Menorca so that will make 18.  Some are noon painting partners. So that course 
is now full.
In April I am having a course at The Cottage Hotel Hope Cove Devon arrive on 
Thursday 9th April, painting course on Friday, Saturday and Sunday cost £35 per 
day.  Payable to Penny wilton Artworks Ltd in advance. Book your own 
accommodation at the hotel.  We have a room to use in the hotel with sea views 
towards Plymouth.  A family run hotel very comfortable and good food.   

      A view from The Cottage hotel.
Would you like a very creative day of painting – Painting from Within to be held 
on Sunday 22nd March at Holt Village hall,  A great day of experimentation and 
creativity.  You will produce works of art that you have never done before.  
Comment from people have been, “ I loved it” ,  How did that come from many 
scribbles!  I would never paint with my eyes shut and just by candlelight.  It will 
run from 10 – 4 and costs £25.



In April I will be running a course at Shoreland Farm – see their website for 
details on Creative sketchbooks – this will include, making paper, printing, using 
recycled things to collage and using a A4 sketchbook we will be creative with 
mark making and design.  A lovely place to stay, all home cooked food.  Large 
barn for the studio and walks on the doorstep, lovely views from there.  Prices on
the website are inclusive, they also take non painting partners.
So I hope you are able to come along to the Exhibition this weekend and thank 
you to those of you who have exhibited, there have been lots of lovely comments 
about the high standard and variety of work.  We have had a collection tine for 
the RNLI so I will let you know in due course what we raise.
One painting that is there is called Edges.   It has cardboard, copper, tissue, 
corrugated paper, matches and acrylic resin that you melt on the hob in a foil 
dish and then pour it into a shape and it looks like water – you can purchase this 
from the model railway shop, also fake trees and coal from there is good to add 
to your paintings!!
As you know I love experimenting with many mediums and try all sorts of things.
Next terms we may try portraits – you may see them on the Painting challenge 
on a Sunday evening.  
I did this the other day it is Batik, hot wax and dyes on paper and torn up to make
the image.

Easter will soon be here so why don’t you try sketching rabbits or chickens and 
eat some chocolate eggs or draw them before you eat them.  I will have to find a 
diabetic one!!
Happy Painting and drawing,
From Penny.


